And Justice There Is None
(Suite…)

1) « […] of about her own age » (l.11) 

Who does the pronoun ‘her’ refer to?

2) In the passage from l.11 to 16, show that two entire different worlds are opposing themselves. Pick out the words or expressions to justify your answer.

Which adjectives best match each place?
Exciting / romantic / shabby / run-down / colourful / sweet-smelling/ dilapidated

3) Fiche comprehension.
Expression

“He clung to the things that reminded him of the old country”. Comment on this attitude (300 words).
· Il s’agit dans un premier temps de comprendre les enjeux de cette citation. Il faut donc relire calmement le passage et essayer d’en dégager une problématique large qui permettra de définir clairement le sujet dans l’introduction.

1) Bien analyser le sens de chaque mot :
Ici un mot important nous met sur la voie : « clung to » (cling to) 
L’idée est donc de s’accrocher fortement à quelque chose (hold on tightly to something). Il y a donc probablement le risque d’un déchirement, d’une séparation.

2) S’appuyer sur le texte de façon à montrer que les enjeux du passage ont été compris.

INTRO :

What this sentence evokes for us is the idea of being uprooted (déraciné), of not completely belonging to one’s country.
In other words, the issue raised by this quotation is the problem of being acculturated (a merging of cultures).

The difficulty is quite obvious: how can someone adapt to a new country and its culture while keeping at the same time his or her own culture and identity?
The girl’s dad, who was demobbed during the Second World War, had to face this dilemma. And what about the girl herself who was born and has been living in England all her life?
What the passage then strongly emphasizes is the difficulty the girl’s dad has to adapt (even after having spent quite some years in England). The author stresses as well the conflict which might exist between first generation immigrants and their children born on the new land.
DEVELOPPEMENT  
The word “clung to” is a key word which reveals a lot about the Dad’s character. Unlike his daughter, who seems to be overjoyed and thrilled at the idea of having new neighbours coming from “an exotic” place, the dad’s reaction stands in sharp contrast with his daughter’s.  
Although “he had done well” he probably still feels very insecure and worried about the future (“He always thought something was wrong” l.29). Being accepted and totally integrated in a new culture must be a difficult experience / ordeal (épreuve). 
Moreover / On top of that, it seems quite clear / obvious that the dad needs to be around what he feels comfortable with. The smell of cigarettes, the Polish newspaper, and the presence of his countrymen enables him not to feel completely alienated in England. The verb ‘clung to’ even suggests that those little rituals are vital for him.
His “old country” then represents stability, security and comfort. England cannot offer him this emotional stability. 
The arrival of this new family in their neighbourhood comes as a real threat for the dad. Being himself an immigrant he knows the difficulties one has to go through to integrate a new country like England and he fears this new family might cause “trouble”.  

The dad then feels very insecure probably because, unlike his daughter, he does not fully considers himself as an English citizen. The West Indian family probably reflects in his mind the image of his own uprootedness (déracinement).
The dad’s attitude is even more telling (révélateur) as we are given his daughter’s point of view. She is a second generation immigrant and has always lived in England which explains her attitude. 
CONCLUSION:

The dad’s behaviour / attitude suggests the importance for immigrants not to forget their roots. But it also hints at the difficulty to adapt to a new culture. 
The end of the passage also points at the conflict which often exist between first and second generation immigrants. How can the dad pass on his own culture to his own girl who has never lived in Poland?
