Genetically Modified Corn Better for Agribusiness May Harm Environment
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Straight to the Source 
The choice to support organic or conventionally raised corn is not a black and white issue.

Most of the corn grown in Illinois is natural in the sense that it looks and tastes like corn, but it is unnatural in the sense that the type of corn did not exist until scientists combined corn DNA with other organisms' DNA to create a super-corn.
"Seventy-five percent of the corn grown in Illinois and 72 percent of the corn grown in the U.S. did not exist as they do 150 years ago," said Phil Thornton, projects coordinator for the Illinois Corn Growers Association. "They take attractive properties of plants, bacteria and animals and combine them to make high-yield, disease-resistant corn."

Since the first genetically modified plant was created in the 1970s, genetically modified corn, along with other crops, has become an agricultural staple
. "According to the USDA
, in 2000, 25 percent of the corn in the U.S. was genetically engineered," Thornton said. "In 2006, it was 55 percent, and in 2007, it is 75 percent."

Also according to the USDA, since the 1970s, corn yield per acre has doubled, and organic supporters, along with the agribusiness supporters, want to take credit
.
"When raising crops organically, the soil is healthier because one uses less chemicals and rotates between different crops that keep the soil rich in nutrients," said Craig Minowa, environmental scientist with Organic Consumers Association. "After a few years, the yield is higher than with GMO crops."

"It doesn't make sense not to use GMOs," said Thornton, a proponent of agribusiness. "Studies show the yield is two to three percent higher with GMOs. Because of the disease resistance in the seed, there is less need for pesticides. More of the corn survives per acre to feed the growing population."

However, the truth may lie somewhere in the middle.
"Organic crops need to be rotated to get good yields, but what if there is not a demand for the rotated crop?" said Dale Baird, crop systems extension educator for University of Illinois extension. "But also, what if a beetle becomes resistant to the insecticide in more than half of our crops?"

Tests performed on GMO crops have been inconclusive about their harm to the environment, and numerous tests contradict each other concerning whether conventional or organic grown crops get higher yields.

"The support one gives is by voting with your dollar," Minowa said.

Comprehension

1) Vocabulary

· What definition of the verb “HARM” would you give in this title?

Faire mal     -      se blesser   -       nuire

· Give a translation of the other two verbs above.
· Find in the text the following expressions:
Cultiver des récoltes (2expressions dans le texte)  /   du maïs résistant aux maladies     /    tout comme  /    le rendement      /     une graine     .
· Tick the correct sentence(s).

It is not « a black and white issue » means that: 

□It is a clear-cut problem easy to solve.

□It might be difficult to say who is right.
□You know who you can side with (prendre parti).

2) Understanding.

a) "Seventy-five percent of the corn grown in Illinois and 72 percent of the corn grown in the U.S. did not exist as they do 150 years ago," 

· Quel est la fonction de “DO” dans cette phrase? Est-ce un verbe ou un auxiliaire ? Reformule cette phrase en anglais de façon à la rendre plus compréhensible.
b) Comment upon the figures (les chiffres) in paragraph 3. Write complete sentences.

c) “Also according to the USDA, since the 1970s, corn yield per acre has doubled, and organic supporters, along with the agribusiness supporters, want to take credit.”

· Why is each side taking credit for the increase in corn yield? What are the arguments forwarded by each side (organic supporters and agribusiness supporters)?
d) "The support one gives is by voting with your dollar," Minowa said.

Comment upon the last sentence of the text. (read the previous paragraph to understand what this last sentence means).
Grammar

1) Prétérit Vs Present Perfect
[…] genetically modified corn, along with other crops, has become an agricultural staple.” 
“Also according to the USDA, since the 1970s, corn yield per acre has doubled.” 

“Tests performed on GMO crops have been inconclusive about their harm to the environment.”
Pour quelles raisons le journaliste a-t-il utilisé un present perfect ( HAVE + Part. passé).
Un prétérit aurait-il-été possible dans chacune de ces trois phrases? Pourquoi ? Quelle différence de sens aurait apporté ce prétérit ?

2) Tournures impersonnelles : One believes that…   / You can believe that  / Some people believe that… 

-“[…]the soil is healthier because one uses less chemicals and rotates between different crops that keep the soil rich in nutrients," said Craig Minowa,

- "The support one gives is by voting with your dollar," Minowa said.

D’après toi, pourquoi l’auteur utilise la tournure One + Verbe ? Une autre structure est-elle possible ? Si oui, laquelle et quelle différence ?

3) Utilisation de « Whether »
“Tests performed on GMO crops have been inconclusive about their harm to the environment, and numerous tests contradict each other concerning whether conventional or organic grown crops get higher yields.”


Quel sens donnes-tu à “whether” dans cette phrase?

Observe les énoncés suivants et dis ce que tu remarques ?

I’m wondering whether he’ll come (or not).

I don’t know if he’s telling the truth.

I don’t know whether he is right or wrong.

Expression
Prepare a DEBATE. One side of the class will be in favour of GMOs while the other group will support Organic agriculture.
You will find arguments for each side and then prepare your argumention depending on which group you will be assigned. Be as CONVINCING as possible.
Lexique du discours

Commencer son argumentation :

First : premièrement

First of all : en tout premier lieu

Argumenter:
Since : puisque 

Ex : Since you don’t want to listen to me I will stop talking to you.

That’s why: c’est la raison pour laquelle

That’s why I’m saying that….

What I mean is that ... : ce que je veux dire c’est que …

It is obvious that… : Il est évident que…

Actually : en fait

Donner son opinion :In my opinion / in my view/ 

As far as I’m concerned, I think… : en ce qui me concerne je pense que…
I really think that one should… : Je pense vraiment que les gens devraient…

Donner un exemple :

For example / for instance
Such as … : tel que

Ex : Smoking can have some dangerous effects on your health such as : rapid heartbeat, shortness of breath…
� Staple (n.) :  matière première d’un pays, matière brute.


� USDA : United States Department of Agriculture


� Take credit for something : s’attribuer le mérite pour qch.











